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Dear friends, 

It has been nearly eight weeks since we entered into lockdown to keep ourselves and our 

community safe for the coronavirus. Let me admit that I am missing you all.  

I am doing the best I can during these challenging times, as I know each one of you is too, so 

I hold you all in my prayers daily - you, your families, the vulnerable and the sick, those who 

protect us, and especially those who in these uncertain times may experience the death of a 

loved one. I really do wish I was addressing you all in person. 

Even in this time of physical distancing, some wonderful things have been happening in our 

parish and it has been extremely heartening to receive all the messages of thankfulness, 

appreciation and gratitude for these initiatives. Both our parish staff and volunteers have 

been working tirelessly in the background to provide the online liturgies. I know that many 

have appreciated the visual contact with people they know and the prayerful nature of the 

liturgies. Others have communicated their appreciation for the Dialogue Discussions, as a 

way of continuing that familial connection with our parish community. If you haven’t see  

these yet please visit both our webpage (Nazareth Catholic Church Grovedale) and our  

YouTube channel. (Nazareth Catholic Parish Grovedale Torquay Anglesea). We will soon be 

offering the possibility for you to make comment and join in the discussions on our webpage 

if you want to.  Should you have any ideas for further dialogues, or perhaps if you would 

offer to take part in one, please ring office to let us know. 

Another initiative for the coming weeks is that we would like to be able to offer 

opportunities for praying together. Soon we will attempt a weekly zoom meeting where 

those who wish to pray can get together, so please be on the watch for communications via 

my weekly letter, and/or the Webpage. 

Last but not least is the continuation of our pastoral care. Our parish secretary, Tracy, 

myself and other parishioners have been ringing everyone just to say hello and check that all 

are well. And we are all well. 

On a different matter, some may already know that this year I have undertaken a course of 

study in Governance In Not-For-Profit Organisations at the Australian Catholic University, 

which is offered in intensive mode four times a year. I have already completed one unit and 

this last week I have been involved in Zoom classroom from nine till five each day. I am 

totally zoomed out!  
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I must say the isolation has made it easier to concentrate, but the greatest gift for me at this 

time is the generosity of your prayers and your support for all our efforts as we try to meet 

the needs of our parishioners. Please continue to stay in touch one way or another and let 

us know if there’s anything more that we can do to support you and your families. Perhaps 

the most efficient means of staying in contact is to use the ‘Contact Us’ form on our 

website, but certainly email, snail-mail and phone calls are warmly welcomed. 

Probably one of the most immediate side-effects of Covid-19, was and is the loss of income 

for so many. Job Keeper and Job Seeker programs will support many, but certainly not all, 

employees. Who knows how small businesses will survive? For us as a parish, we are 

fortunate that our staff are eligible for Job Keeper and I am extremely grateful for that. 

Most importantly though I am humbled by the generosity of those who have been able to 

continue their contributions to the parish budget. Like so many of you, we as a parish are 

facing the daunting task of maintaining our financial obligations while our income has fallen 

sharply. Please know that your continued contributions, whether at their current levels, or 

even less due to financial constraints, are a blessing to us all. 

The Catholic Development Fund, as always, is supporting parishes in their financial affairs 

and has most recently introduced CDFPay For Parishes, as a way for parishioners to make 

contributions directly to their parish. This may be particularly helpful for those who 

traditionally make cash contributions to the parish at Mass. Please feel free to use this 

method if it helps you to stay inside, well and healthy. 

I would particularly like to mention the great work that our school families do, in sharing the 

cost of running our parish. In average, just over 40% of our school families contribute 

through the yearly Parish Contribution program. Your generosity is deeply appreciated in 

these uncertain times, especially as you struggle yourselves with loss of work, home 

schooling and limited opportunities for socialisation. Thank you most sincerely for working 

with us and sharing the load. 

As we slowly on our way out of the lockdown, and as continue through this season of Easter 

let us be gentle to ourselves and take each day as the gift, knowing that the Risen Lord is 

always with all of us, and that each of us is lovingly called to be people of Resurrection.  

With every blessing, 

 

Fr Linh Tran 

Parish Priest 
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